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Univcrsity rankings

Too good tg be true

n the fape of it the performance of Irish
um_ver31'ties in the most recent QS World

5 niversity Rfarllkings 2024 is welcome,

€ven out of the eight universities im-

E;OE’]?S their rankings, with Trinity College Dub-
S Buitandout performer, rising 17 places to
Six (;ut szildee_per look_ paints a less rosy picture,
ttihaa 1€ eight fell in terms of academic repu-
Pt irl none of them are in the top 100 for re-
el mpact., To the uninitiated these two areas
1€ true measure of any third-level institution
anditis hard.to reconcile the performance of Irish

universities in thijs regard with the notion of im-
Provement,

he inherentco

ntradiction owes much tounad-
dressed Structura

lissues which can produce per-
VErse outcomes in terms of ratings. Writing in
this paper, two higher education consultants, El-
en Hazelkorn and Tom Boland, highlighted that
ﬂ_l(? met_hodology employed by QS rewards univer-
sities withalot of overseas students.
. Irish universities are actively recruiting stu-
ents from abroad - who pay higher fees - in or-
der to bridge the gap between State funding and
their costs. Among the unintended consequences
is fewer places for local students. Paradoytically,
the improved rankings will only increase the ap-
peal of Irish universities to overseas students.
There are twolessons. The first is 'n(c)lt todput to?
much store by the QS rankings, or indeed any o
theapproximately 16 altema_tive rfank;ng tlzlables.d
The second is that the Minister for Further an
Higher Education Simon Harris needsto be clear-
w he will close the third-level funding gap
eronho e
which was estimated in 2022 alfi €307 million z:
on a standstill basis—not taking intoaccoun
)fﬁtill-re demographic needs or new policy propos-
als. Closing this gap would only bring us into line
with our international peers. Surely ourambition
needsto be higher than that? it ol s
is promised last year that he w
i Halrc;?npgrthis gap over a number of budgets”.
e nment hasindicated spending increas-
HeGovCTIrE -2024. Howmuchisallocat-
esofover€5billion gql ApETA Cvachs
iversity funding wi .
ed to university
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PAC membe
phy, Ind, useqd
timeto hector Aq

r Verona Mur-
her allocateq
r1an Lynch ag-

sued for being taken off air, Mt
Lynch attempted to respond,

utwasinterrupted by Ms Mur-
phy \yho said it was a binary
question, yes or no,

Asany lawyer present for Mr
Lynch would have said:itisn’t a
Y€s Or no question, it is 3 hypo-
thetical question requiring the
witness to speculate about sey-
eral possible future outcomes:
requiring comment on poten-
tial litigation was INappropri-
ate; and the question was not
relevant to the question of the
top-up payments made to Mr
Tubridy. The chairman did not
intervene,

Ms Murphy argued that Mr
Lynch’saction was likelyto cost
the taxpayer a fortune. In so do-
ing, she conveniently forgot
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RTE- the players and the pay

Sir, - Golden handshakes at
the completion of a fixed-term
contractare regularly provided
for when contracts are agreed,
If this agreement was entered
into when Dee Forbes com-
menced her tenure in RTE, will
she now, despite grossincompe-
tence and the overseeing of
widespread organisational dys-
function, receive such a pay-
ment?-Yours, etc

ANNE BERGIN,

CoKildare.

Sir, — Present and past gov-
ernmentsare ultimately respon-
sible for RTE's meltdown.

Decades of starvinganimpor-
tant cultural resource of proper
fundsand quality checkingits vi-
sion has let commercial inter-
ests morph our national broad;
casting services into a “talent
casino. Give us ad-free n':monal
media and start respecting our
intelligences. Imagine a p_ul;hc
library selling advertising
space on its bookshelves for
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you'llgetm
ROBER1
Co Wexfi

Sir, - Wa
little fun wit
day (July 1
programm
pieces (3)”
Yours, etc

MICHAE

Ballyshar

Sir, - Is |
RTE Player;
JUDITH/
Dublin4.

Sir, - Dot
count exten
fee and will
of the beetr(
lotment for
change for ¢
-Yours, etc,

BETH NE

Dublin16




